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nopolist capitalist combines in all capitalistooally developed countries; secondly, the monopolist position of a few very rich countries, in which the accumulation of capital has reached gigantic proportions, An enormous "su-j-verabundance of capital" has arisen in the advanced countries.
It goes without saying that if capitalism could develop agriculture, which today frightfully lags behind industry everywhere,- if it could raise the standard of living of -the -masses, who are everywhere still half-starved and poverty-stricken, in spite of the amazing technical progress, there could be no talk of a superabundance of capital. This "argument" is very often advanced by thei peitty-bourgeois critics of capitalism, But if capitalism did these things it would not be capitalism; for both uneven development and a semistarvation level of existence of the masses are fundamental and inevitable conditions) and premises of this mode of production. As long, as capitalism remains what it is, surplus capital will be utilized not for the purpolse of raising the standard of living' of the masses in a given country, for this would mean a decline in profits for the capitalists, but for Ihe purpose of increasing profits by exporting capital abroad to the backward countries. In these backward countries profits are usually high, for capital is scarce, the price of land is relatively low, .wages are low, raw materials are .cheap. The .possibility of exporting capital is created by the 'fact that a number of backward countries have already been 4rawn into world capitalist intercourse; main railways have either been or are being built there, the elementary conditions for industrial development ifoave been created, etc. The necessity for exporting capital arises from the fact that in a few countries capital-ism has become "overripe" and _(owing to the backward stage of agriculture and the impoverished state of the masses) capital cannot find a field for "profitable" investment.